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I~ASHINGTON, D C--our form of government does work. Distressing as events of
the month of August have been to all of us, we have come through with our system of consti-
tutional government still strong and enduring. The soundness of its principles have been
subjected to an acid test -- and those principles have not been found wanting.
At the time a President was resigning and another man was taking the oath of
office as our new President under provisions of the Federal Constitution, I was on my l~y
to Biloxi, }li~sissippi, at the request of the Chairman to serve as acting chairman of a
public hearing by a House tlerchant Marine and Fisheries Subcommittee on questions of the
utmost importance to our fishing industry. This seemed to me appropriate. I was engaged in
going to the people to learn their views about matters that vitally concern them. Thia
was the peoples business. That's representative government as we know it. I.w<Ul1d have
liked to have been in lJashington, but the work of the Congress demanded I be elsewhere.
As I have so often said, we as individuals in government come and go. The political and
social system under which our Nation has lived and progressed for almost 200 years remai~s.
I hope Americans will now unite in continued use of this system to meet the problems we face




COST OF LIVING--One of the most pressing of those problems, as South Texans
well know, is continuing inflation. The cost of living is soaring out of sight, doing damngc
to our whole economy and to individual families everywhere.
It is encouraging that President Ford, in his first address to Congress,
accepted the idea of a "summit conference" on the economy and domestic affairs. He said he
would personally preside over such a conference, to include members of Congress, pres-
idential economic consultants, and economists from labor, industry and agriculture.
Other steps were proposed to mount an intensive and realistically based fir"~
against inflation. It is clear that the Federal Government must exercise leadership to
restore economic confidence. One of several inflationary forces is continued deficit
spending by the Government. As President Ford reminded us, "It does no good to blame the
public for spending too much when the Government is spending too much." I might add that
the public must nonetheless also exercise restraint.
The high--and still increasing--cost of living is our most urgent domestic
The best efforts of all of us, in and out of government, must be brought t~ ~A"­
I am, and will continue to do my part and ask for your support.
* * *
WORLD FOOD CRISIS--The Agriculture Subcommittee of which I am Chairman rec-
ently held hearings to try to determine the facts about the threat of a worldwide food crisis.
Our witnesses included experts on population and food supply from the Administration and
distinguished members of the scientific community. Their consehSus was thae a serious
threat of famine, affecting hundreds of millions or people, does loom over the world.
Their testimony is being caref~lly evaltiated for use in preparing a report
to be issued by the Subcommitte. Certainly if there is a serious 'possibility that famine
threatens the world we should think about it now--instead of waiting until later, as was the
case with the energy crisis.
* * *
DAYLIGHT SAVING--As an original foe of the foolishness called Daylight 'Saving
Time, I was greatly pleased when the House Commerce Committee favorably reported legislation--
which I have been pushing for months--getting rid of DST at least during the winter months.
The bill, on which favorable action is expected soon in the House, puts standard time back
in effect for eight months of the year--llarch through October. Good:
* * *
GOODBYE AIRMAIL?--The U S Postal Service has announced that it will soon seek
to eliminate airmail as a separate caregory. The Postal Service's own tests show what many
of us have found out for ourselves: that the service we get for a lO-cent first class stamp is
just about as good (or as bad) as we get for a 13-cent airmail stamp. The same goes for
postcards, which cost 8 cents for first class, 11 cents for airmail.
The reason is that nearly all letters sent to cities beyond a certain distance
from the point of origin actually go by air, no matter what kind of stamp is used. Under new
contracts with the airlines, first class letters as well as airmail must be flown to their
designations except over short distances.
The prospect of lonp,-term saving by not using airmail is not bright, however.
Postal officials are expected to try for higher rates again next year, probably raising first
class mail to 12 to 13 cents.
So I'm still pushing my bill to jettison the Postal Service and go back to the
old U S Post Office Department as a cabinet position. The old system worked better.
* *
VISITORS FROM H~1E--Visiting my office from home this past week were
IIr and !-Irs Carl Hollenhauer of Brownsville; Hrs James E campbell of Edinburg; I1r Alex
R Gonzalez and Hr and ars Joe R llartinez of Elsa; lIr and :Irs A P Clark, Jr and their son..
Aaron of :-leAllen; LTC Vernon B lIill, Jr of Hission, now stationed at Fort Bragg, North
carolina: and llrs Jose G Hernandez of l~eslaco.
* * *
